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more when Western Christendom has declined in
each nation into an aggregate of conflicting sects.

I seem still to hear the din of this angry polemic,
" Voluntaries " at war with the Church Establish-
ment, which sounded during my undergraduate
years in Glasgow and in Edinburgh. My first
experience of a public meeting was of one to
support the Establishment. I was repelled rather
than attracted by it. I remember how one
reverend orator asked the audience to witness that
his opponents were not rightly called "volun-
taries"; for instead they were the "vermin" of
society, noxious parasites at work for its destruc-
tion. Perhaps a claim for national religious estab-
lishment was never urged in a more high-handed
temper than by its leading advocates in the
Church of Scotland at that time. Most of them,
among others this speaker, were themselves cast
upon the goodwill of the faithful a few years later.

It was in his own philanthropic spirit, but with
characteristic one-sided intensity, that ecclesi-
astical Establishment and its expansion was
argued for by Chalmers. The high - water mark
was reached in lectures which he gave in London
in 1838, of which we got the substance in the
Edinburgh class-room. It is curious to recall hiscular motive power of the State; but all theion is now multiplied threefold, and in material0), by the Rev. Charles Macdonald,
